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Welcome
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all families joining Yokine Kindergarten and Pre Primary,
this year. The Yokine Early Childhood Education (ECE) Team, looks forward to getting to know our new
people as well as continuing connections with current families. It is our goal to help parents and children
alike, enjoy a productive and positive year together.
The information contained in this booklet is designed to help you and your child settle into their new
classroom. You may find it useful to keep it handy for future reference.
We look forward to working with you to provide an engaging, supportive and caring environment, in which
your child can learn, develop and grow.
If you have any questions or queries throughout the year, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Leadership Team
Principal:

Ms Jenny Hirsch

Associate Principal:

Ms Helen Pynes

Associate Principal:

Ms Tina Van Maanen

Learning Support Coordinator:

Ms Naomi Matthews

Early Childhood Learning Program
The early years of school set the foundation for future learning. Our Early Childhood programs have a
strong commitment to the development of children’s literacy and numeracy skills together with a focus on
social, emotional and physical development. There is a strong emphasis on play-based learning that
allows opportunities for children to rehearse, practise and apply new skills and understandings.
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Kindergarten
In Kindergarten, your child continues to build on the important skills they have developed with you at
home. Our program is planned and delivered using the West
Australian Education Department, Kindergarten Curriculum
Guidelines, as well as the Early Years Learning Framework.
The Early Years Learning Framework is a National
Government Initiative.
For more information about either of these please go to:
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/kindergartencurriculum-guidelines
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/early-yearslearning-framework

Pre Primary
The Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment Outline is used
to plan and deliver the Pre Primary teaching and learning program.
This curriculum emphasises direct and explicit forms of instruction
as well as guided play learning experiences.
For more information, please visit:
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/assessment/snap-shotschoose-a-year/pre-primary
Curriculum planning and delivery has a focus on independent
learning. Instructional strategies are supported by current best
practice and link directly to the Yokine Primary School Business
Plan.
You can find the Yokine Primary School Business Plan on the school website:
https://yokineps.wa.edu.au/about-us/plans-policies

Guiding Young Children’s Behaviour
Yokine Primary School is a WA Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) school. PBS is an exciting initiative we
are implementing across the school. The aim of PBS, is to maintain a positive climate and develop a
consistent, whole school approach when teaching and responding to student behaviour.
Specific Behaviour Expectations which demonstrate the Yokine values of Respect, Responsibility and
Resilience, form our Behaviour Matrix. The Matrix is displayed in all learning spaces and clearly outlines
what is expected of all students, staff and community members.
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Our Early Childhood program implements PBS to respond to children’s behaviour by:
 Encouraging positive behaviour in children, giving positive and
specific feedback.
 Setting clear class expectation and limits.
 Explaining why some behaviours are inappropriate and offering
more appropriate alternatives or redirecting the child to a new
activity.
 Using time away from a situation, if needed, to ensure the child’s
safety and the safety of others.
 Developing resilience through encouraging your child to ‘have a
go’.
If the teacher has concerns about your child’s behaviour in class, they will inform you of the issues and
either call or make a time to meet with you. Then, both you and the teacher can work together to discuss
the situation and develop strategies to support your child.

Teacher Planning and Preparation
Your child will have the experience of being taught by a team of teachers in
addition to their regular classroom teacher. These teachers will collaborate
to provide a rich and balanced curriculum that aims to promote the best
learning outcomes for all children. This team approach ensures that children
have access to a range of learning opportunities and experiences, and begin
to establish positive relationships with other staff members.

Student Services
Our purpose at Yokine is to nurture and prepare our students
academically, emotionally and socially so they can make a positive
contribution to society. For your child to reach their potential, additional
assistance may be needed. A Student Services Team has been
established to provide a coordinated and collaborative support network
for your child. This Team includes the Associate Principal, Learning
Support Coordinator, School Psychologist and Chaplain, all of whom
work closely with teachers and parents as well as other health care
professionals. The teacher will first meet with you regarding any
concerns and then additional referrals to the Student Services Team
will be arranged if required.
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Allied Health Services
During the Kindergarten year, your child has the opportunity to be assessed by the School Health Nurse.
The School Nurse will come to the school to complete the Entry Health Assessment to check your child’s
growth, development and general health. The nurse can also work with you to refer your child to other
support services such as speech therapy, if required.
Pre Primary children have access to regular dental check-ups and treatment through the School Dental
Service. The closest clinic to Yokine is located at Tuart Hill Primary School.
There is no charge for these services, although there is paperwork for the parent/caregiver to complete.
The teacher will advise how to obtain and complete the necessary permission forms.

School Contact Number and Email
You may call Yokine Primary School between 8.00am and 4.00pm to speak to our friendly School Officers
at the front office. There is voicemail outside these hours and we are also available at the email address,
below.
Yokine Primary School Phone: 9216 3350
Email:

info@yokineps.wa.edu.au

School / Home Communication
There are several ways we may contact you with important information.

School to home Communication
Email
The school will send information home by email about coming events and school news. Please check
your emails regularly and keep your email address details up to date.
School Stream
The school uses an app called School Stream to send out reminders and general
updates. On School Stream, you can also find the School Absentee Form and a
Change of Details Form. There is a calendar to help you keep up to date with events
that are happening around the school. More information is available on the school
website.
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Newsletter
Yokine Primary School sends out a fortnightly newsletter that is distributed on Fridays via email. It is
designed to keep parents/carers aware of all current and future events and school highlights. It is also
available on the school website at https://yokineps.wa.edu.au/community/newsletters
P&C Facebook Page
The Yokine P&C Facebook page provides another way for you to stay connected with events happening
at the school.
Payments
The preferred method of payment for school events is through the Qkr! app. Using Qkr! you can
also purchase school uniforms and place orders for the canteen.

Class to Home Communication
Email
Class teachers may email you with specific information relating to your child, class events, class
newsletters and other class-based information. Please feel free to email the class teacher to pass on
information and make enquiries.
ClassDojo
Teachers will provide you with the details to join ClassDojo at the beginning of the
year. This can be used for informal messages, photo updates and reminders.
Home Contact Pencil Case
The large pencil case, as stated on your Booklist, will be used to send any paper copy notices home that
require your attention. Please check your child’s bag regularly for their home contact pencil case and
return promptly the next day.
Parent – Teacher Interviews
Class teachers can be available to make a time to meet with you. Interviews are by appointment only and
can be made by contacting your child’s teacher by email.
We are always happy to arrange an interpreter if needed.

Semester Reports
Your child will receive a formal written report on their progress at the end of Term 2 and Term 4.
If at any time you have concerns about your child’s progress or would like further information, please
schedule a time for an interview with your child’s teacher.
Yokine Primary School | 39 Woodrow Avenue, Yokine WA 6060 | (08) 9216 3350

7

Term Dates 2021
TERM 1

Monday 1 February - Thursday 1 April

TERM 2

Monday 19 April - Friday 2 July

TERM 3

Monday 19 July - Friday 24 September

TERM 4

Monday 11 October - Thursday 16 December

There are six School Development Days decided by the school, following consultation with the School
Board, whereby students do not attend. In 2021 the dates are as follows:






Thursday 28 January & Friday 29 January
Friday 4 June
Monday 19 July
Monday 11 October
Friday 17 December

Public Holidays 2021
Labour Day

Monday 1 March

Good Friday

Friday 2 April

Easter Monday

Monday 5 April

Anzac Day

Monday 26 April

Western Australia Day

Monday 7 June

Queen’s Birthday

Monday 27 September
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Attendance
School instructional hours are 8.50am to 3.10pm. Gates open at 8.30am.
On Tuesday, we have an early close of 2.40pm.
We want to make sure all our children get the best education possible which
is why attending school every school day is so important.
Developing a routine of going to school every day is vital, so children do not
miss out on important ideas and skills they need for future learning.
Did you know:
 missing half a day of school each week equates to one month of missed learning each year, and
 the attendance habits set by children when they first start school continue throughout their school
life?
You can help by arriving and collecting your children on time. Please make appointments with doctors,
dentists and specialists outside of school hours, and arrange holiday plans during school holidays and
not during the school term.
We know that some children may need extra encouragement to go to school regularly. Please contact
the teacher if you are struggling to get your child to school in the mornings. By working together, we can
address any reasons as to why your child may not want to go to school. For more information please visit
the following website: https://www.education.wa.edu.au/attendance-and-absenteeism

Arrival and Departure
The following guidelines are to help protect your child and assist in the smooth running of the classroom.






A parent, guardian or other responsible adult needs to drop off and collect your child.
Arrive on time, as both the literacy and numeracy programs commence at 8.50am.
Late arrivals are required to enter through the Front Office where they will be marked as Late.
Please be prompt in collecting your child at the end of the school day.
Please ensure your student enrolment details including medical, legal and emergency contact
details are kept up to date. Please be assured that all details remain confidential.

Kindergarten
Your child will attend Monday, Tuesday and alternate Wednesdays; or Thursday, Friday and alternate
Wednesdays.
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Pre Primary
Your child will attend full time (Monday-Friday). This attendance is compulsory.

Helping your child settle in at school
It is quite normal for both the child and the parents to be a little
anxious about starting a new life experience. If your child is unhappy
or frightened about starting school, let the teacher know. Here are
some hints to help:





If you have a positive attitude and look forward to the first day
of school, your child will probably do the same.
Say a quick goodbye to your child before leaving. Sneaking
away in fear of upsetting your child may increase their feelings
of insecurity.
If at any time you need to talk about your child and how they are
settling in, please do not hesitate to contact the teacher.

We are here to assist you and your child, and look forward to working with you to ensure your child makes
the most of all learning opportunities.

Out of School Care
OSHClub will provide an onsite Before & After School Care program. This is a dedicated service for the
Yokine Primary School families commencing Term 1, 2021 (Monday 1 February).
For further details, please contact Ross Nicholaidis
M: 0475 832 865
E: ross.nicholaidis@junioradventuresgroup.com.au
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What to Bring to School
Each day







A roomy bag or backpack
A sun hat
A snack of fruit /vegetable for morning tea in an individual container
A drink bottle with WATER only
A packed lunch
Spare underpants and clothes in case of spills or toileting accidents, to
be supplied in your child’s bag please

Please ensure all items are clearly labelled with your child’s name.

Toys and Special Belongings
We ask that children leave their toys and special belongings at home as it is easy for these things to
become lost or get broken in the school environment.

Booklist Items
Students are requested to provide items for use in the classroom as per their
year level Booklist.
NOTE: It is only necessary to label scrapbooks, whiteboard, scissors and
large pencil case as these items will be used by individual children and
returned to you at the end of the year.
All other stationery items are shared within the classroom.

What to wear
Uniform
It is school policy for all students at Yokine, to wear school uniform.
This develops a sense of belonging for your child and is designed to
be easy wash and wear. The uniform in Kindy and Pre-primary is a
Yokine t-shirt, to be worn with the child’s own bottoms - shorts, skorts,
leggings or tracksuit pants are ideal, as active play is part of the daily
program. Please label your child’s clothing clearly as this will help your
child keep track of their belongings and also reduces lost property. The
School Dress Code is available on the school website.
The P&C Uniform Shop is available through the Qkr! app.
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Footwear
For safety reasons your child needs to wear appropriate footwear.
Sandals and shoes that are easily self-managed are suitable.
Please do not send your child to school in thongs or slides as these
can be dangerous when children are actively playing outdoors.

Hat Policy
To protect your child from sun exposure Yokine Primary School has
a ‘no hat, play in the shade’ policy. We therefore require all children
to wear hats when playing outside.
We ask that your child keeps their hat at school.
Hats are available from the P&C Uniform Shop through the Qkr app.
Sunscreen is available in class, for you to apply to your child before
the start of school.
Hair
We ask that children’s hair is tied back if longer than shoulder length. Hair ties and head bands to be
preferably in school colours (blue) and of a plain nature.
Jewellery
If your child wears earrings, they must be small studs or sleepers. Other jewellery except for religious
purposes, is not to be worn to school.

Birthdays and Celebrations
Beginning school is an important time for children and their
families. By forming links between home and school, we can
help children feel secure. One way to make these links is to
share with us celebrations, festivals and cultural events that
are important to your family.
If you would like to share a cultural or family celebration,
please feel free to contact the class teacher.
Please note that birthdays will be acknowledged in a special
way by the class. Please do not send food or birthday treats,
as we have several children with allergies.
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Parent Involvement
“Children thrive when families and educators work together in partnership to support young children’s
learning.” (Early Years Learning Framework, p.9)
There are many ways you can become involved.
Rostered help
You can be involved in the class by being a rostered helper. Your
child’s teacher will give you more information on how and when to
sign up. When on roster you help out in the morning with a variety of
different tasks such as reading a story, helping out with activities or
perhaps playing a game with a small group of children.
Grandparents, aunties, uncles and significant others in your child’s
life are also welcome to be on roster.
Please be aware that when you are on roster it is an expectation that
all observations and information about individual students remain
completely confidential. As part of our community, parents have a responsibility to be courteous and
respectful of others and sensitive to each and every individual at all times.

Sharing Your Interests, Talents and Skills
You may have a special talent or interest that you could share such as
playing a musical instrument, cooking, gardening or dancing. Just let
the teacher know. There are many ways you can help, so contact the
teacher if you would like to be involved.

The Yokine Primary School P&C
The Yokine P & C (Parents & Citizens) plays an important and integral role in supporting the school in
further developing programs and adding to the school's resources. Parents are most welcome to come
along and contribute to this committee. Please find additional information at
https://www.facebook.com/YokinePrimarySchoolPc/

School Board
The Yokine Primary School Board represents the school community. The Board meet once or twice per
term to review the direction of the school’s Business Plan. If you are interested in becoming a member,
please speak to your child’s teacher for more information. Please go to www.yokineps.wa.edu.au
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Accidents and Illnesses
Emergency Contact Details
If your child is unwell or is involved in an accident at school, you will be contacted by telephone. It is very
important that the school has your emergency contact details and that these are kept up to date.

Health Care Forms
Every student is required to have a Health Care Form completed by parents at the beginning of the year.
This information assists the school in developing appropriate health care plans for your child if they have
an allergy, illness or disability, ensuring their health and safety is monitored while at school.

Absences
If your child is absent from school due to illness or another reason, it is essential to submit a School
Absentee Form on the School Stream app, or email the office on info@yokineps.wa.ed.au

Communicable Diseases
There are some communicable infections and diseases that
require your child to be excluded from school for a set period
of time and you may need a medical certificate before your
child may return to school. If you need more information
about these, please ask your doctor or teacher.
Details of exclusion periods are available for the common
childhood sicknesses online on the school website at
www.yokineps.wa.edu.au

Administering Medication
If your child is fit to return to school but still needs medication, you will need to fill out an authorisation
form so that school staff can administer the required dosage. Please liaise with the School Officers in the
Front Office.
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Healthy Eating
Our educational program will reinforce the principles of healthy eating which reflects the Department of
Education’s and Yokine Primary School’s Healthy Food and Drink Guidelines. These guidelines
encourage children to eat foods mainly in the Green and Amber categories.




GREEN foods are everyday healthy choices,
AMBER foods are sometimes food and
RED foods are not endorsed by the school.

You can support this program by providing your child with healthy snacks
and lunches such as sandwiches and fruit, as well as water only to drink.
Vegetables as well as fruit can be brought in for morning tea such as:
celery, carrots, snow peas, broccoli, cauliflower, capsicum, cucumber or
dried fruit. We encourage you to provide your child with a variety of fruits
and vegetables to try at fruit time.
Lollies, chocolates and foods in the Red category are not to be brought to school.
For more information please go to https://www.education.wa.edu.au/healthy-food-choices

Canteen
The school canteen is open on Wednesdays and Fridays.
Orders and payment can be made through the school QKR app. The cut off time for ordering is 9am on
the day. For Pre Primary and Kindy, we can only accept lunch orders, which will be taken to the classroom
in time for their earlier lunch times.

Important Note Regarding Allergies
Yokine Primary School is an allergy aware school. Please be mindful that some
children may have food allergies. To reduce possible allergic reactions, we ask that
children do not bring any foods to school that contain nuts. This includes: peanut
butter, Nutella/chocolate spreads or other foods containing nut pieces.
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Resources for Parents/Carers
Department of Education WA
You can discover the range of online information, booklets, fact sheets filled with
helpful information, fun ideas and activities you can do at home with your child at the
Department of Education WA website.

Hello Kindergarten https://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/0dergq
Hello Pre Primary https://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/4e8jnv

Resources for Families https://www.education.wa.edu.au/resources-for-families
Play-Based Learning https://www.education.wa.edu.au/play-based-learning
Child and Parent Centres https://www.education.wa.edu.au/child-and-parent-centres
Triple P – Positive Parenting Program https://www.education.wa.edu.au/triple-p
Pre Primary On Entry Assessment https://www.education.wa.edu.au/on-entry-assessment
School Attendance https://www.education.wa.edu.au/attendance-and-absenteeism
Assessment and Reporting https://www.education.wa.edu.au/assessment-andreporting?redirect=%2Fpublic-school-life
Build a Love of Learning https://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/3dez61
Transitions Through School https://www.education.wa.edu.au/transitioningthrough-school
Healthy Food Guide https://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/rjznq6
Healthy Food and Drink Choices https://www.education.wa.edu.au/dl/odm2zv

Other Resources
Ngala – Parent and Family Support https://www.ngala.com.au/
Crunch and Sip – Healthy Lunchboxes https://www.crunchandsip.com.au/parents
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