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Important Events
YOU CAN DO IT!
The focus of the You Can Do It
Education Program in Weeks 1
& 2 will be on the YELLOW
KEY for CONFIDENCE
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NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL—Kim Fraser
A warm welcome back to Term 4. Welcome also to our new families,
and to the YPS community.
Over the holidays we had a number of building works completed—the
verandahs were sanded and painted, the leaking roof and guttering was
replaced and the Library walls were rendered and painted. We also
begun the next stage of our Adventure Playground.
We were also very privileged to have amazing brick garden beds built at
the front of the school—an enormous thank you to Renee and Glen
Lindquist and Glen’s colleague for building them for us! They look
amazing!

21 October

Room 6 Assembly

24 October - Swimming
4 November Lessons
(2weeks)
25th October Cyber Safety Information Evening
6pm Room 8
28 October

P & C Disco

3 November

Music - Count Us
In
10:30

25 November

Talent Quest

28 November

Kindy Orientation

2 December

PP Orientation

But wait there is more! A very big thank you to Makrina and David
Barbaro who donated and delivered a fantastic metal vegetable garden
surround for our vegetable and fruit garden.
Term 4 as usual is going to be extremely busy with swimming,
Edudance, PP and K orientation, graduation, the end of year
‘Community Celebration’ and much more! To ensure you are fully
aware of all the happenings I encourage you to view our web page
regularly for any notices or updates.
Edu Dance and Swimming
These programs are part of our Health and Physical Education
Curriculum and support students in developing essential fine and gross
motor skills as well as vital water safety / survival skills. We anticipate
that all students will attend these lessons in order to support their
growth and development in these areas.
Families Leaving
To help us with our planning for 2017, if your family are not intending
on returning to YPS in 2017, could you please let the front office know
as soon as possible or email Julia.Crosweller@education.wa.edu.au.
Many thanks to the parents who have informed us, it greatly supports us
in ensuring we can provide the students with the best possible start to
the new school year.

One of our main focus areas is developing
our very young learners and supporting
parents on the parenting and school
journey, which for some can be quite
daunting. Linking with the National
Quality Standards there is a fantastic government web site called
Starting Blocks that may be of interest to you and provide you with some
valuable information on child development for children 0—5yo and other
aspects of growth and development. http://www.startingblocks.gov.au/

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR
VOLUNTARY
CONTRIBTUIONS?

What’s Happening at YPS!
CYBER SAFETY INFORMATION EVENING ALL PARENTS AND CARE GIVERS WELCOME TO ATTEND
Our school will be hosting a ThinkUKnow presentation on Tuesday 25th October at 6.00pm in Room 8 (Week 3) and all parents,
carers and teachers are encouraged to attend.
ThinkUKnow Australia is a cyber safety education program that educates parents, carers and teachers of how people are using technology, the challenges they may face online, and how to help them overcome these in a safe and ethical way.
ThinkUKnow Australia is a partnership between the Australian Federal Police, Microsoft Australia, Datacom and the Commonwealth
Bank. The program is delivered in collaboration with policing partners New South Wales Police Force, Northern Territory Police,
Queensland Police, South Australia Police, Tasmania Police, Western Australia Police, as well as Neighbourhood Watch Australasia.
The presentation will be delivered by a local law enforcement member and an industry volunteer. The presentation covers issues relating to children and young peoples’ privacy and security online, their relationships with other users and their online reputation. It provides insight into the devices young people are using, as well as the popular websites, apps and social networking sites they’re accessing.
This is a fantastic opportunity for you to learn more about young people and the online environment, and how
you can help them to be safe and responsible users of technology.
Lorraine Manning
Curriculum Leader
Interschool Athletics Carnival
Well done to all the students that participated in the 2016 Interschool Athletic
Carnival. All the lunchtimes you gave up to practice really showed and all the
staff were impressed with your dedication. We were so proud of the behaviour
and sportsmanship displayed on the day. A special mention to those parents who
helped with set up, pack up and various jobs. Your help was greatly appreciated.
It was an awesome day with fun had by all.
Final scores
1st Westminster - 333
2nd Kyilla - 279
3rd Yokine - 265
4th Tuart Hill - 214
Miss Demasi, Mrs Pynes and Mrs Pember
Athletics Committee

Friday 21st October
Beef & Salad Burger
$3.00
IMPORTANT NOTICE
WE ARE A NUT AWARE SCHOOL
Please be aware that some of our students have a
SEVERE allergic reaction to peanuts / nuts and
peanut / nut products.
It would be appreciated if you could ensure that food brought to
school for playtime and lunch does not contain any peanuts or
peanut / nut products.

INTERM SWIMMING LESSONS
Swimming lessons will be held in from
23th Oct – 4th November (Weeks 3 & 4)
for all students in Pre-Primary to Year 6.
The cost is $33.
Please make sure all of your child's belongings are clearly marked with their name, this then makes
it easy to return any misplaced items.
EDU-DANCE LESSONS
The first lesson got of to a great start , thoroughly enjoyed
by all students. Edu - Dance is part of our Health and Physical Education Curriculum. The cost is $30.
A concert will be held in the last
week of this term and this a opportunity for you to view the newly
learnt talents of your child.
Please forward any outstanding money as soon as possible

What’s Happening at YPS!
Cricket Milo T20 Blast Competition
The cricket season is approaching and there are fun competitions for students of all ages to be involved in. Children of all
ability level are welcome and catered for with coaches teaching fun activities during sessions. Children can learn skills, be
active and make new friends with other children.
Players can join Coolbinia-West Perth Junior Cricket Club
Age : 5-7 year olds
Where: Coolbinia Reserve Number
1, Bradford Street,
Coolbinia
Contact: Ian Yiannakis 0417 919
049
Milo T20 Blast registration will be between 14th November – 27th February
For more details about other competitions for older students
please visit http://www.playcricket.com.au/ or contact Ian
Yiannakis.

Sport – Term 4
Students in Years 4 – 6 have commenced playing games
and activities for Friday sport. The sports being played are
basketball, t-ball, softball and kanga cricket. Students have
been reminded to wear their hat, sports uniform, wear suitable footwear and bring a water bottle for each session.
Mr C. Lunardi

Tips to building Confidence
Kids develop confidence and a sense of independence when they
see how others react to their abilities. Babies and toddlers are driven by natural curiosity, and learn to see themselves as capable
from the way adults respond to them – for example, hugs and claps
when they take their first steps. Primary school-aged children, on
the other hand, gain confidence from the way they compare to their
peers, like getting top of the class in a test.
Because no one can be the very best all of the time, kids need to
learn ways to deal with disappointment positively, and to feel good
about their efforts - win or lose. This is especially true for children
who are naturally shy or hesitant to try new things.
Encourage them to have a go
Participation is less about winning and losing, and more about valuing individual effort, persistence and improvement. It’s also about
celebrating the experience for the enjoyment it creates. Make sure
goals are within your child’s ability, and cheer them on.
Support their self-esteem
Confidence and self-esteem go hand in hand.
Help children feel positive about and accept
themselves the way they are, and see that
they don’t have to be as good as everyone
else. Be optimistic and celebrate small successes and improvements.
Help them deal positively with disappointment
Coping with failure is a fact of life. When children are disappointed,
it’s easy for them to get into an “I can’t” or “I’m no good” mindset,
which can chip away at confidence. Help them see the situation
from a different viewpoint and make suggestions for next time.

How To Get Your Kids To
Remember Their Times Tables
Lots of kids have trouble remembering their times tables. Learning them by rote can mean a child can accurately recite the times tables, but has
no idea what the numbers actually mean or how to apply this knowledge in a maths problem.
Practice is essential to effective learning, but it is important to keep a balance between practice and application.

Children need to know why they need to learn times tables
The number system underlying the times tables can often seem fairly arbitrary. A child can be forgiven for thinking it’s just a complex system
of numbers that they have to learn because the teacher says so.
If you have no idea why you are required to learn something, it is very difficult to develop sufficient motivation to persist with the practice that
is often necessary to master the material.
One way to demonstrate the usefulness of the times tables is to engage a child in a counting task. The task could be timed, such that determining the number of elements quickly will mean something for the ultimate result (for example, beating a time limit results in a positive outcome,
failing to beat the limit means the task starts again).
The multiplication facts in the times tables can then be demonstrated as short cuts in the counting process (if you can arrange the elements into
four groups of eight, then knowing the answer to “4 x 8 = ?” will result in faster performance than having to rely on counting all of the 32 elements).
Many computer games and apps (like IXL Maths) possess this feature. They also involve many other features designed to maintain the interest
of a child, which can help keep them motivated enough to persist with the task. Ultimately, the more practice, the better the knowledge.

Get to know the sums individually, not as a song lyric
Memory can often be a good reflection of what we do. If we regularly sing along to a favourite song, each line tends to remind us of the next
line. However, if we then try to sing the song by ourselves, without the aid of an accompanying recording, we often find that forgetting one line
means subsequent lines also can’t be recalled.
A similar thing can happen if we engage in rote recitation of the times tables. This method is only useful if we want to have a method to fall
back upon when all other methods fail. Basically this method can only produce the equivalent of a song lyric where, remembering what “4 8s”
are is only possible if you can remember “4 6s are 24” and “4 7s are 28”.
A better form of knowledge is one where a child knows the answer to each multiplication problem as soon as they see it, much like being able
to read a word as soon as you see it.
Knowing the answer to each problem is then independent of knowing the answer to other times table problems. This type of knowledge can be
gained only by practice at producing the answer.
One method for undertaking this type of practice is something like the old flash-card method. Write a problem on one side of a card (4 x 8 = ?),
and the answer on the other side. With a shuffled deck of cards representing all of the problems in the times tables, a child can practise producing the answer to each problem, and then check their response by turning over the card.
Occasionally an adult can ask the child to do this out loud to ensure they are doing the task correctly. Initially the child may have to guess the
correct answer, or work it out with their fingers or some other method. But they always have the benefit of immediate feedback by turning over
the card.
Eventually, with enough practice, the constant association of the problem with the correct answer will begin to stick in their memory. A similar
method can be easily programmed on to a computer or tablet. Plenty of commercial apps are available that will mimic this procedure.

Apply the times tables knowledge
Knowledge of the times tables is not useful by itself. A child must learn to apply the knowledge in a mathematical context.
It is important, though, that a child’s knowledge of the times tables is not allowed to remain as a list of independent facts. A child needs to engage in activities that demonstrate the connections between the multiplication facts in the times tables. It is important to see how 4 x 8 and 8 x 4
are connected.
Ultimately they will also need to see how 4 x 8 = ? and 32 ÷ 8 = ? are connected. To achieve this the child should be provided with activities
that require the application of their arithmetic knowledge in a way that can demonstrate and lead the child to uncover these connections.
Practice with this sort of material can help kids develop a knowledge base that results in reliable retrieval of facts and the sort of flexible application of this knowledge that is required in higher-order problems, such as solving for x in 2x + 3 = 11. If you struggle to come up with an answer to this problem, I would not suggest relying on a times tables song to help you out.
Craig Speelman, Professor of Psychology, Edith Cowan University
This article was originally published on The Conversation.

